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As recently observed by Washington DC-based strategist Bruce Mehlman, most US Vice
Presidential nominees come to the position with significant Government experience,
most frequently as a US Senator or state Governor. Former President Trump's VP
nominee, JD Vance, has served as the junior Senator from Ohio since January 2023. In
addition to aligning well with the former President’s base, the Ohio Senator provides an
opportunity to strengthen the campaign’s penetration of the critically important and
nearby “Rust Belt” (MI, WI, PA).
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Vice Presidential nominees are typically chosen to strengthen the Presidential ticket by,
for example, expanding its geographical footprint or filling a shortcoming in the
Presidential candidate’sresume (i.e., age, foreign policy experience). However, history
has demonstrated that VP nominees typically have a relatively “small” impact on the
ultimate success of the campaign. For Kamala Harris, this time could be different.
Having launched her Presidential campaign just 105 days ahead of the election, her VP
pick may matter more than historical precedent. In the current cycle, Democrats have a
particularly deep bench of young Governors to choose from, including several who could
push the geographical focus of the campaign’s strategy beyond defense of “the blue
wall”. Notably, while Governor Gretchen Whitmer of Michigan has endorsed Kamala
Harris, she has publicly declined to join her campaign.

Potential Democratic vice presidential candidates
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Source: (1-2) Pew Research, “What kind of person runs forvice president?” Mehlman Consulting. Data isthe highest office (curre nt orformer) held when nominated, for VP candidates
from 1868 -2024. DataasofJuly24, 2024. Bloomberg. Politico.
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“Macro stability isn’t everything, but without it, you have nothing.”




